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Scout Promise

On my honour
I promise that I will do my best

To do my duty to God and the Queen

To help other people at all times

And to carry out the spirit of the Scout Law

Scout Law

A Scout is:

Helpful and trustworthy,

Kind and cheerful,

Considerate and clean,

Wise in the use of all resources.

Scout Motto

Be Prepared

Welcome

Welcome back to our returning Scouts and parents/guardians.

A special welcome to the new Scouts and their parents/guardians.

Scouting offers an exciting variety of creative activities to spark any Scout’s imagination and promotes wholesome personal development.  We have all made a commitment to Scouting and must work together to provide an even more exciting program this year.

Meetings

Meetings will begin promptly at 6:30 p.m. and end at 8:30 p.m.  The meeting will be at the 20th Ogden Scout Hall, unless you are otherwise advised. 

Parents/guardians should drop off their Scout(s) at the Hall before 6:30.  Note – Please ensure the youth are left with a minimum of two leaders prior to leaving the hall.
Parents/guardians are asked to pick up their Scout(s) at the Hall after the meetings.  We don’t want anyone left in the parking lot.

Scouts require a clean and tidy uniform, Canadian Scout Handbook and Personal Emergency Kit for each meeting.

When it is wet or snowing, please remove outside shoes at the rear entrance of the Hall, inside runners or socks only in the Hall. Also, please ensure that your youth is dressed for the weather, often during the regular meetings we will be going outside.

2011-2012 Meeting Schedule

Note that the following schedule for Sep-Oct is tentative and may be adjusted.

	Sept 13
	First Meeting
	Parent Orientation

	Sept 20
	Regular Meeting
	Permits

	Sept 27
	Regular Meeting
	Investiture

	Oct  4
	Regular Meeting
	Popcorn Handouts

	Oct 11
	Swim Night
	Southland Leisure Centre

	Oct 18
	Regular Meeting
	Halloween decorating


Other possible upcoming activities (to be confirmed)

-    Weekend camps (winter quinzhee, spring backpack)

· Skiing 

· Geocaching (GPS)

· Snow shoeing

· Icefishing

· Other outings to be determined based on the input and interest of the Scouts (some activities from previous years included wall climbing, laser tag, rocketry, and archery)
Jamborees

Jamborees are a large gathering of youth and adults in the Scouting movement.  They are a lot of FUN and a great experience for the youth and Leaders.

· The most recent Southern Alberta Jamboree (SAJ09) attended was held near Pincher Creek in July.  The Canadian Jamboree will be held in Sylvan Lake in 2013.

Leaders will be discussing options with the Scouts, see what interest there is amongst the youth, and take it from there. Attendance at a Jamboree does require additional fund-raising.  We would like to encourage parents to get involved with their youth to get fundraising going.

Program Elements

The Scout program is made up of inter-related activities, acting, camp craft, exploration, games, nature craft, sports, activities, outings, adventure, conservation, observation, fitness, hobbies, and spirituality.

Troop Organization

A Troop is a group of Scouts who have formed patrols.  A patrol is a group of usually 4-6 youth. Patrols are encouraged to select a name, usually a wildlife crest that’s available at the Scout Shop. Within each patrol there is a patrol leader (PL) and an assistant patrol leader (APL).

The Troop has a Troop Scouter, and Scout Counselors as leaders. Leaders go by the name Scouter (the adult’s first name).

Uniforms

Unless otherwise advised, Scouts are expected to be in uniform at all meetings.  The full uniform is worn during the opening and closing ceremonies, but may be removed for games and other activities.  

Scouts have two options for the uniform that they choose to wear:

a) Green Scouts Canada long sleeve shirt

b) Scout’s Canada T-shirt (orange, grey or pine green), and a Scout fleece vest

Uniforms are available at the Scout Shop, 2140 Brownsea Drive N.W. (283-4993).

Scarves (neckers), woggles and epaulettes are supplied by the Scout Troop.

In the event of lost articles, a fee for replacement may be required.

Uniforms must be clean and neat, and ALL items LABELED with the Scout’s name. An annual Patrol competition is held through the Scout Year based on Scout Attendance, Cleanliness, Uniform, Handbook, and Emergency Kit .

Badge Program

Parents and Scouts are encouraged to familiarize themselves with the Canadian Scout Handbook. 

In Scouts there are two types of badges, activity and challenge badges. During some of the weekly meetings we will work on the activity badges. At the end of the meeting when we have worked on an activity (or challenge) badge requirement(s), the Scouts will ask a Leader to sign off that badge requirement in their book. Scouts are asked to work on the challenge badges on their own. If there is a part or whole challenge badge that a Scout needs help with, please contact any of the Leaders. 

The highest achievement and great honour in Scouts is to earn the Chief Scout Award. For more information on earning this award, see page 96 on the Canadian Scout Handbook. Any Scout that is interested in working towards this award is asked to talk to the Troop Scouter.

Badge testing can be completed during any of the regular meetings that are held at the Hall.

We will work on the permits (located in the back of the Canadian Scout Handbook) at camps.

Outings

We try to have outings outside of the Hall as often as possible.   Prior to the outing, you will be advised of where and when the youth need to be dropped off and picked up.

Please ensure that your Scout is dressed for the weather.

Transportation
The outings and camps start at the event, not at the meeting place (usually the parking lot at the Hall). 

If the Leaders drive youth to and from the outings and camps, the Leaders are driving as parents, not Leaders.  

Camps

The outdoors is an essential part of the Scout program. Weekend camps, hikes, Jamborees, community service work, outings round out the Scouting experience.

For our fall and spring camps, we will be camping in tents.  For our winter camp, we will build quinzhees, or other temporary shelters,  and sleep in them.

For all of the camps, the Scouts will choose their menu for the camp, purchase the food, cook their own meals and clean up after themselves. The cost for all camps is a nominal $20.00 per Scout, to offset the cost of food.

Please have the Scouts pack their own packs for camp. That way the youth will know what’s in the pack. Please label items taken to camp.  At the beginning of the year, Scouts will create their own pack lists.

Equipment

If you don’t have the equipment needed for the camps, or you are not sure what to buy, all the equipment can be rented. Equipment can be rented from the University of Calgary Outdoor Gear Rentals shop (220-5038) or the Scout Shop. If the youth don’t have good gear, they probably won’t have a good camping experience.  Questions about equipment may be brought to the Troop Scouter, or Scout Counselors

This basic list should be adjusted as appropriate for the length and location of the camp.

· Backpack or duffel bag to carry personal gear

· Sleeping bag (warm) (and pillow)

· Sleeping pad (big enough to cover the area under you while sleeping)

· Headlamp / Flashlight

· Good hiking shoes

· Appropriate clothing e.g. winter or rain gear

· Compass (if you have one)

· GPS Unit (if you have one)

· Personal kit (soap, towel, toothbrush, toothpaste, comb)

· Dishes: fork, knife, spoon, plate, bowl, a mug with a handle, and a net/mesh bag to store them in. 

· Water bottle

Not allowed at camps:

· Hunting/fishing knives

· Electronic games, radio, walkman

· Personal food or candy unless approved by Leaders.

If your Scout requires prescribed medication, written instructions must be provided on its administration to the Leader in charge, prior to leaving the meeting area.

Parental Involvement

Parents are encouraged to help their youth with popcorn sales and any other fund raising, and encourage their youth to attend Scouts with their full uniform, Scout Handbook and Emergency Kit.

Also, please look though the Canadian Scout Handbook with your youth, and help them when and where needed. Some youth are really interested in getting all of the badges, and other youth are not interested. Either way is fine. (If parents feel their Scout has completed a requirement, please sign the Scout book and a leader will test the Scout for the requirement).

If you have an area of interest that you would like to share with the youth, please join us as a guest speaker at one of our meetings, or arrange for an outing/tour.

For camps, there will be enough Leaders in attendance.

Behaviour & Discipline

During the opening and closing of the meetings, and other ceremonies, all Scouts are expected to be quiet and listening to the Leaders.  This is when most of the announcements are made and they should be paying attention.  It also shows respect for the program and the Canadian flag.

At all times during meetings, outings, and camps, Scouts are expected to show respect for each other.  Inappropriate language, comments or exclusive behaviour will not be tolerated.  If the leaders see or hear any inappropriate behavior, they will speak to the Scout and explain why it is not acceptable.  If the behavior continues, the parents will be informed.   

Leader Contacts:

Troop Scouter –  Scouter Ryan – 403-890-6867

Scout Counselor- Scouter Gene – 403-273-9896

Scout Counselor- Scouter Erin  – 403-982-9972

